EEMINISCENCES

theory of history, then Positivists were, indeed, to be
counted by thousands, and their captains have been
among the greatest intellects of the world.   In this
sense John Stuart Mill was regarded as the greatest
Positivist among  Englishmen.   But Mill utterly re-
jected and ridiculed the fantastic religion which Comte,
in his days of declining mental power, sought to graft
on his grand philosophy.   In his treatise Mill showed
no mercy to the Positivist religion, and indeed bitterly
offended many of its votaries by his contemptuous ex-
posure of its follies.   What might have been said of
Mill may be said of nineteen out of every twenty of the
English followers of Comte.   They accepted the phil-
osophy  as grand,   scientific,  inexorable   truth;   they
rejected the religion with pity or with scorn,  as  a
barren and fantastic chimera.   Mr. Congreve was, in
London, the leader of the small school who went in for
taking all or nothing, and to whom Auguste Comte was
the prophet of a new and final religion, as well as the
teacher of a new philosophy, and who used to hold their
services on Sundays in a hall somewhere in the Holborn
region.   Now, this little school was the nucleus of the
body of Englishmen of whom I am writing.

When I speak, therefore, of English Positivists, I do
not mean the men who went no further than did John
Stuart Mill. These men are to be found everywhere;
they are of all schools, and all religions. I mean the
mtich smaller body of votaries who went or who would
have been inclined to go much farther, and accept
Comte's religious teaching as a law of life. It is quite
probable that even among the men who were once iden-
tified, more or less, in the public mind with Mr. Con-
greve and his school, there may have been some who
did not adopt, or even concern themselves about, the
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